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The applicants, the Office of the Deputy Mayor for Planning and Economic Development and 

the Department of General Services, along with architects Davis Brody Bond LLP, request the 

Board’s further review of a proposal to construct a food pavilion with a rooftop amphitheater in 

the landscaped area associated with the 1902 residential buildings (“the Richardson group”) 

along the Martin Luther King Jr. Avenue frontage of the East Campus. 

 

The Board first reviewed the proposal in November and, as revised, in February.  Its last action 

was approval of the concept as not incompatible with the character of the historic district with 

the condition that the project return to the Board when further developed.  It supported the idea 

of a bold, even stark structure of the size and location proposed and stated that the reduction in 

length and the reorientation were improvements.  The Board expressed some concern about the 

starkness of the northern termination of the structure in a point or edge across the Redwood 

Drive axis.  The members emphasized the urgency of maintaining the landscape and considering 

the maintenance needs of such a structure and its grounds post construction.  The Board also 

stressed the importance of aligning the paths to, under and through the structure with the natural 

connections to the building entrances and existing circulation paths behind.  Finally, the Board 

wishes to see the details of materials and their assembly as the design is further developed, 

stressing that the details would be crucial to the success of the building for itself and how it 

affects the visual character of the campus.  

 

The applicant has submitted a new set of drawings that illustrate studies of potential adjustments 

to the north end of the structure, plus some additional perspectives suggesting the furniture, the 

vertical structural supports, the arrangement of the roof surface and the stairs.  They also 

illustrate the intended internal structure of the roof. 

 

The principal revision is the alteration of the angle of the north edge of the roof, which would 

reduce the extent to which it projects across the Redwood Drive axis.  The architects have also 

offered options of reducing the “nose” of the roof—that is, the amount projection beyond the 

rooftop parapet—and rounding it more. 



 

The applicant has also prepared 50-percent drawings for the project, which are not included in 

the present submission. 

 

Recommendation 

The HPO requests the Board’s direction regarding the further development and revisions of the 

drawings. 

 

 

 

 


